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of permanent value. The East, above all, wants leaders
and has none."

During the cold, dark journey back from Amman,
Altounyan and I discussed what he had said, and gradu-
ally we formed the idea of a large building, remote for
security, which would accommodate the instructors and
the instructed, who would eat and live together, with
no barrier between the " staff " and " students." An
instructor in Arabic would be given lessons in explo-
sives by a young sapper. Each man would instruct the
others on the subject in which he was expert.

"It's the spirit of a Centre like this which is all-
important, '' said Altounyan. '' Over the door we ought
to have written, ' Pedants Keep Out! ' "
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Even now, as I sit writing these words in a little room
in Sussex, and can look up once more to confirm the
well-remembered shape of the cherry tree outside, even
now, I can only just manage to smile at the importance
the plan for an Arab Centre assumed in my mind three
years ago. Long after the rapture and anguish are
finished, you think you can afford to look back with a
pitying smile on the pains of unrequited love. But then,
suddenly, from the past a pang of misery strikes across
your heart, like a shadow across the brightness of a field.
For an instant you feel a tug on the cord which binds
you to the past. And you know that you have grown
what you are, not only because of your prudent labours,
but also because of your foolishness and vanity.